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I 
N RFFLECTIN(] scientifie and teeh- 
imlogieal progress in the field 
of fats  and oils, the American 

(ill Ch(mlists' Society has become 
a(.knowledgcd tht 'oughout the world 
as l ira leading au thor i ty  in these 
mMeavors. Tim ( loverning Board,  
ke(mly aware of its obligation to 
I)ronlote, the l)resi.ige of the Society, 
disch a rg(.s pa r t  of its rcsl)onsilfil ity 
hy i n vcsl ing an i n(.reasingly greater  
l)rOl)ortion of tim Society 's  fun(Is 
in the publication of the Journa l  
each year Realizing lhat  the relm- 
httion of lbc Journa l  depends in 
large measure on lhc quali ty of 
the m a n y  papers  which are origi- 
nally presented at our anmnll meet- 
ings, tbe Governing Board several 
years  ago created a Sl)e(',ial Com- 
mittee on Natiomd l ' rograms to 
encourage nlore off r e l ive  l)resenht- 
lion of new and us(,ful informa- 
tion. By improving the gcm;ral 
qual i ty of tile tcelmical programs 
of the annual  nwetings, this (.mn- 
mittec has contributed mater ia l ly  
lo enhancing the professional cali- 
ber of the Journal .  

This year,  in order to expand its 
activities and  bet ter  to serve the 
ever-widening interests of the So- 
ciety, the committee has been re- 
organized as the Nat ional  P rog ram 
and P lann ing  Committee. This 
new group consists of five subcom- 
mittees which represent  the major  
categories of act ivi ty in the fa t  
and oil industry.  Each subcom- 
mittee has as its cha i rman a well- 
known member  of the Society who 
is a recognized au thor i ty  in the 
area for  which his group is respon- 
sible. We are fo r tuna te  to have 
the following on the committee:  
R. R. Allen, Fa ts  and Oils; W. C. 
Ault, Chemicals and F a t t y  Acids;  
M. W. Formo,  Dry ing  Oils and 
Pa in t s ;  J.  C. Harr i s ,  Soaps and 
Detergents ;  and Raymond  Reiser, 
Biology and Nutri t ion.  

In  order  to main ta in  the con- 
t inu i ty  of the commit tee ' s  activ- 
ities each subcommittee will have 
two vice chairmen so that, a f te r  
serving for  a one-year term, each 
subcommittee chai rman will be suc- 

ceeded the following year  by one 
of his vice chairmen.  To provide 
for  proper  liaison between this 
committee and the successive con- 
vention (.ommittees, the p rogram 
chairman for  each annual  meeting 
is automat ica l ly  also a member  of 
the National P rog ram and Plan- 
ning Committee dur ing  the year  
in whi('h his convention ocenrs. 
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The other two members  of this 
committee for  the next  year  are :  
T. J. Potts,  spr ing meeting in St. 
Louis, and W. C. Pri tchet t ,  fall  
meet ing in Chicago. 

I T is intended that,  with this new 
organization, the Nat ional  Pro- 

g ram and P lann ing  Committee 
should be in a bet ter  position to 
fulfill its responsibilities, not only 
by insur ing tha t  all a reas  of in- 
terest  to the Society are adequately  
represented by  the technical pro- 
grams of the annual  meetings but  
also by  guaran tee ing  tha t  fu tu re  
p rograms  will p resent  a bet ter  bal- 
ance of interests. Fo r  example,  
meetings in the pas t  have general ly  
occasioned the presentat ion of only 
a min imum of papers  in the drying-  
oil field, and papers  re la t ing to 
soaps and detergents  seem to have 
been presented chiefly dur ing  spe- 
cial symposia. There have been 

complaints,  on one hand, tha t  too 
many  research papers  have been 
prcsented at certain meetings and, 
on the other hand, tha t  too many  
processing papers  have not been 
suftieiently technical. I t  is perhaps  
in this area tha t  the committee can 
1)e of real  service by encouraging 
the presentat ion of more papers  
whic.h a t t empt  to t rans la te  basic 
research into practical,  readily-un- 
derstandable informat ion  and of 
others which t ry  to in terpre t  in- 
dustr ia l  processing in terms of the 
fundamenta l  principles involved. 

Tile various subcommittees will, 
f rom time to time, publish notices 
in the Journa l  request ing commit- 
merits to present  papers  on certain 
topics considered to be of current  
imeres t  or importance.  Admit ted ly  
the committee members  cannot  be 
expected to be aware of all the 
types of work going on in their 
respective areas. Each meml)er of 
tile Society should consider it his 
responsibil i ty to help the committee 
in advancing the science and tech- 
nology of fats  and oils by volun- 
teering to present  any  significant 
new informat ion which he is free 
to report .  Those who commit  them- 
selves to present  papers  are re- 
minded of their  du ty  to p repare  
their  manuscr ip t s  with care and 
to have them cleared through the 
proper  channels in t ime to meet the 
necessary deadlines. Observance of 
these simple courtesies not only will 
help t remendously  to ease the work 
of committee members  in organ- 
izing a worth-while p rog ram but. 
will enhance the general  qual i ty 
of our  presentations.  

I t  is hoped tha t  the members  of 
the Society will feel free to com- 
municate  their  ideas, suggestions, 
comments, and criticisms to any  
member  of this committee. I n  turn,  
this committee is pledged to do its 
best to offer everyone the max imu m 
oppor tun i ty  to contr ibute  to the 
prest ige of the Society by  promot-  
ing the science and technology of 
our industry .  

C. W.  HOERR, cha i rman 
J. C. HaRRIs, vice chai rman 

4 ,.TouIcICAL A.O.(J.S.; DECEMBER 1960 (VoL. 37) 


